The Nd-YAG laser has good tissue penetration and coagulation effects thus has become an important weapon for photoresection of tracheobronchial obstructive lesions since 1980.
INTRODUCTION
The causes of tracheobronchial obstruction are divided into two main groups as to the nature of the occluding lesion. One is malignant neogrowths, primary as well as metastatic tumors, or it may be benign, like scar tissues, benign tumors, foreign body and others. [3] . Contact Nd-YAG laser offers several advantages including: greater precision in aiming, lower power requirement, greater control of depth penetration and more protection of the laser fiber from soiling and deterioration. From 1984, the Nd-YAG laser became a treatment option for tracheobronchial obstruction at the Veteran General Hospital-Taipei. We collected all cases of laser photoresection performed at our institution over the past 10 years and data were analyzed retrospectively.
The purposes of this study are: (1) [4] [5] [6] [7] [8] [9] [10] [11] . 
